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glass case! What actual form the administration
of India will take no one can foresee to-day: but
the impossibility of the British Parliament dictat-
ing any longer, at seven thousand miles distance,
should be obvious to all It has become an absurd
anachronism.
Just as we, in Britain, value British liberties won
for us by our forefathers, after many struggles, so
surely we ought to desire freedom for India also.
Our greatest longing should be, not how little
responsibility we can offer to India, but how much.
Above all, we should be ashamed to go on relying
more and more upon repression. We cannot condemn
repression and espionage in Europe while we use
these weapons ourselves in India. We have to face
fearlessly the ultimate question, whether we can be
truly democratic at home and at the same time
autocratic abroad. For such a contradiction in terms
must in the end be harmful to India and equally
harmful to Great Britain.
The special need for urgency was never so great
as it is to-day. Life m Europe is abnormal and a
breakdown may come again at any moment. Great
Britain may again be involved in a struggle for life
or death close to her own shores. It will not do at
all to have a discontented and sullen India at such
a crisis. The most important results of all will
depend on India's good-will and consent. Yet this
can never be obtained by imprisoning, on account
of their love of liberty, her noblest sons and
daughters.